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STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF ELLIS 

 

 

 

THE FERRIS 4A ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MET 

IN SPECIAL SESSION SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 AT 2:00 P.M. IN THE 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 215 W. SIXTH STREET, 

FERRIS, TEXAS 75125. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT STAFF PRESENT 
James Harrison, Place 1    Chuck Dart, Econ. Dev. Director 

Bill Pardue, Place 2 

Michael Martinez, Place 3 

Charles Hatfield, Place 4 

Chad Newsom, Place 5 

 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT STAFF ABSENT 
 

 

 

COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

1. Call to order. 

 

 James Harrison called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM. 

 

2. Roll call to determine the presence of a quorum. 

 

 The roll was called and a quorum was determined to be present. 

 

3. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

2015-2016 meeting dates. 

 
 Charles Hatfield moved to approve the 2015-2016 meeting dates.  Seconded by 

Chad Newsom.   Motion carried 5-0-0 

 

4. Discussion of 2015-2016 4A EDC Board accomplishments. 

 

 Board reviewed the list of 2014-2015 accomplishments. 
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5. Election of officers. 

 

 Chad Newsom moved to retain James Harrison as Chair. For: Unanimous. Motion 

carried 5-0-0. 

  

Michael Martinez moved to retain Chad Newsom as Vice Chair. For: Unanimous. 

Motion carried 5-0-0. 

  

Chad Newsom moved to nominate Charles Hatfield for Secretary.  Charles Hatfield 

moved to nominate Bill Pardue for Secretary.  Bill Pardue withdrew as a nominee 

for Secretary.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 5-0-0 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

6. Consider approval of 4A E.D.C. meeting minutes of August 13, 2015. 

 

Bill Pardue moved to approve the minutes for the 4A E.D.C. meetings of August 

13, 2015.  Seconded by Chad Newsom.  For:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

7. Discussion, consideration and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

2015-2016 4A EDC Board Work Plan. 

 
The board reviewed the goals from the Strategic Plan. The following were 

determined to be the responsibility of this board:  1) High Speed Bandwidth, 2) 

Develop retail along interstate and key traffic areas, 3) workforce needs and 

partners, and 4) prepare for loss of WM tax dollars.   While not specifically 

addressed in the strategic plan, the board agreed that industrial park development 

is a strategy to address #4. 

 

Chuck Dart will begin researching the creation of a RFP for high speed internet.  

The City Manager is also working this issue from a separate angle.   

 

 

8. Discussion, consideration and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

localized Texas Workforce Commission Labor study. 

 
Bill Pardue moved to table this item.  Seconded by Chad Newsom.  For: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 

9. Discussion, consideration and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

Phase 2 retail and property analysis. 
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Catalyst will be asked to change the phase 2 analysis to reflect the correct 

population.   It will be distributed before the next meeting for review. 

 
 
 

CLOSING 

 
10. Discuss items to be placed on next meeting’s agenda. 
 

• High Speed Internet 

• EDC Work Plan 

• Financial Report/Bank Statement 

• Administrative Agreement follow up with attorney 

 

11. Adjourn. 
 

With no further business to come before the board, Chad Newsom moved to 

adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Charles Hatfield.  For:  Unanimous.  Motion 

carried 5-0-0.  Meeting adjourned at 3:08 P.M. 

 

 

 

APPROVED THIS THE 8TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2015. 
 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ ______________________________ 

Chuck Dart Cynthia Sanchez 

Economic Development Coordinator Secretary to City Manager 

 

*Important administrative notation: 

These minutes have been composed by using meeting notes provided to Cynthia Sanchez. 
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